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Donor Alliance Biography Informational Form

Full Name: Jamie Tellez
Mom, Elsa Tellez


Address (including hometown): 7810 S. Queensburg  Way Aurora, CO 80016


Primary Phone #:  Mom’s cell 


Email Address: tellez28@msn.com


Date of Birth: 7/7/2001


Gender: M


Occupation/volunteer affiliations/community engagement
High school student, freshman on the international baccalaureate program. Affiliations:  FBLA, TSA and French club. Fluent Spanish speaker. 

Hobbies: reading, computers, computer programming, engineering, soccer, golf 

Relation to Donation/Transplantation: cornea recipient


Preferred T-shirt Size: 


Date of Donation/Transplantation:  March, 2008.


Medical Center Name and Location: cornea consultants of Colorado/ Dr. Forstot.


Brief Summary of Your Donation/Transplantation Journey (300 words or less, please include any significant milestones, touching moments, unique aspects, relationship with donor family/recipient): 

Hello, my name is Jaime. I am 15 years old. I was born on July 7, 2001. My life was fairly normal until I turned six, after that, I had two cataracts removed and a partial cornea transplant. Fast forward through all of elementary and middle school and my freshman year of high school, and here I am. I am a sophomore in high school and I live in one of the numerous suburbs of Aurora, Colorado. At school, I am part of the TSA ( It means technology student association). At home I can usually be found doing homework and playing video games like any regular teenager. My favorite season is winter because I get to stay inside and watch the snow. I like Christmas because comes bundled with a break from school. I don't have a favorite food, but I do have a preference for Mexican or Italian. I feel like it is my responsibility to increase organ donation through Donate Life. I don't have to worry about my eyesight today because of the cornea I received, and I believe that others should be able to feel the same way. I want to help increase organ and tissue donation to help others return to a normal life.

We felt relieved and overwhelmed with joy when we find out the cornea transplant was a success.  Jaime was able to return to do most activities after being restricted for over 2 years.  I am forever grateful to God for giving our Son a new opportunity to see life and all its beautiful colors.   As a family we made a commitment to not sweat the small stuff.  We became more active and enjoy the outdoors activities all year round.   We also became more active and understand the huge impact one can make by getting involved and supporting a cause like organ and tissue donation as well as the race for the cure. Jaime did write a letter to his donor's family but we never heard back from them.  On Jaime's seven birthday party after the transplant, Jaime requested cash instead of presents and made a donation to the Rockie Mountain eye lions club with all the gift money he received.                          
Jaime needs one eye drop once a day.  He does wear glasses. 
This is Jaime's journey in his own words:       

Don't remember too many details because I was six but I do have some memories. I was not in school for a while and I wasn't allowed to play some sports. This might have been a cause in my lack of interest in sports. Due to this I was also not allowed to swim and it caused me to develop a fear of water that I eventually outgrew when I was nine or ten. I remember that I had to wear a metal patch after the surgeries with tape and it annoyed me. After that I had to wear a normal patch to strengthen my right eye. I have a memory that has no visuals associated with it. The tv was on and I was laying the couch. As I grew older my surgeries were less apparent to my peers. I was nothing more than another kid with glasses. This was an eye opener to me, a realization and reminder that beneath their appearances everyone has secrets.                                                                          










TSA Expo – web development 
Feb. 18 – 20 at Hyatt Hotel 
Open first two weekends of January 
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