Sherrie Roesner
Pancreas and Kidney Recipient
Fort Collins, CO

For 42 years, Sherrie was a Type I diabetic. In 2005, Sherrie went into renal failure. For two years, her doctors did all that they could to preserve the function of her kidneys through plasma replacement treatments and diet. But in 2007, when an autoimmune disease hit Sherrie’s kidneys, they went into complete failure. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]After the clinic that was treating Sherrie suggested that she sign up for Medicare to help with some of the financial burden of her dialysis treatments, she headed to the social security office. It was there that she had a life-changing encounter with a kidney recipient. After having heard his transplant story and consulting with her doctors, it was confirmed that Sherrie was a strong candidate for a duel kidney and pancreas transplant. 

In July 2007, Sherrie received the lifesaving call that a donor had been found for her. The transplant surgery lasted eight hours, and shifted her life entirely. Sherrie went from countless glass syringes for insulin injections and insulin pumps to the freedom to live life without the need of external insulin and dialysis, all because an anonymous hero said ‘yes’ to donation.  

“My donor’s gift of life through donation truly changed the course of my journey. To be able to live without the daily routine of monitoring blood sugar levels, insulin dosages and three hour sit-ins at the dialysis center, has been a life-giving miracle. I am so blessed to have been given the chance to live a normal life thanks to donation and transplantation.” 
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