Shea Bicknese
Living Kidney Donor
Casper, WY

Dean Bicknese adopted his step-daughter Shea when she was seven years old having no inkling of the lifesaving impact she would have on his life. Dean had been on the transplant list waiting for a kidney for nearly five years when his wait came to an end thanks to Shea. After waking up one morning and finding that she couldn’t stop thinking about it, Shea surprised Dean with her decision to donate one of her own kidneys to him. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Shea underwent all of the testing and was a perfect match. There was only one catch. Dean would have to stop smoking to get Shea’s kidney. Dean quit smoking and on September 15, 2015 Shea became a living donor by giving her step-dad a kidney. Dean is now able to enjoy spending his time fishing and camping instead of having to go to dialysis. 

“Donating my kidney was not only a gift to my dad, but to myself as well. I was able to experience some really beautiful moments and really wonderful people. Through this experience, I have found a new appreciation for life and all of the people in it.”
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