Gavin Maxwell
Liver Recipient
Sheridan, WY

Gavin Maxwell was just one year old when he was diagnosed with alpha-1 antitrypsin deficiency, a condition in which the body does not make enough of a protein that protects the liver from damage. For the next nine years, Gavin was a pretty typical little boy, but had to have labs done and visit St. Louis Children’s Hospital regularly. His family was always waiting for the inevitable; knowing it was not a matter of if, but when Gavin would need a liver transplant. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In January 2014, Gavin was having a hard time breathing and had no energy. He tested positive for pneumonia and had to be flown on Flight for Life to St. Louis where he was officially added to the transplant list. A couple of weeks later, Gavin’s family got the call that he would receive his lifesaving transplant. It was the single greatest and hardest day of Gavin’s parents’ lives, but now, at 12 years old, Gavin is able to live the life of a normal boy. He loves sports. Gavin plays baseball and is excited to play soccer for the first time ever this year. He also loves football but isn’t able to play, so instead became one of the youngest licensed referees in the nation, refereeing for anything from little guy football all the way up to high school junior varsity.  

A few months after Gavin’s transplant, Gavin’s mother received a Facebook message from the mother of Gavin’s hero, his donor. Gavin’s parents had hoped to hear from her, but hadn’t expected her to reach out so soon after her daughter had passed away. 

“I have been able to speak with the mother of Gavin’s donor at length, and I think the process has been very healing for both of us. Her daughter, Gavin’s donor, saved eight lives when she became a donor. Of those eight, two were under the age of 18. We are grateful and feel we have been blessed beyond belief.”
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