Jaime Tellez
Cornea Recipient 
Aurora, CO 

In 2008, at six years old, Jaime Tellez developed aggressive cataracts on both eyes that grew so quickly that he was nearly blind within four weeks of being diagnosed. Six months after having surgery on both eyes, surgeons determined Jaime had cornea damage from the surgery on his right eye and was in need of a cornea transplant. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Jaime received a successful partial cornea transplant from a deceased donor with Cornea Consultants of Colorado. He was able to return to all of the activities that he had been restricted from for two years. Going from near blindness to needing only one eye drop per day and a pair of eyeglasses, Jaime, now a freshman in high school, can usually be found doing homework or playing video games. 

Jaime’s mother, Elsa Tellez, is also forever grateful for the new opportunity given to her son to see life and all of its beautiful colors. 

Jaime and his family are passionate advocates for organ, eye and tissue donation, volunteering with Donor Alliance to raise awareness about the importance of registering as an organ, eye and tissue donor. Jaime feels a sense of responsibility to do what he can to help increase organ, eye and tissue donation. He doesn’t have to worry about his eyesight because of the cornea he received, and he believes that others should be able to feel the same way. 
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